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Counting DowrSpring

Hi, hosta friends. Are you impatien
for spring to get here | sure am!

This winterfeelsinterminable.
Where | am, just north of Ottawa
(zone 4), the snobankswere finally
receding, andvith the temperature
abalmy +8°Cast weekend] went
for atour of my garden Sadly, (or
so Imistakenlythought at the time),
not a single hostaip couldbe seen
comingup. By Tuesday niglithe
temperature fell to-12°C and along
with the coldcameanother10-
15cm of snowwhichmelted within
24 hours, and the temperature is
back up to +6°C todaWith this
crazyweather roller coaster,
thought sometips to protect our
hostas from frost damagg@agel0)
would beparticularlytimely.

Sountil my beloved hostaginally
startto comeup, my way of
counting down o spring andyetting
a great big jolt of hosta lowill be
by attendingthe OHS Hosta Forum,
which is just a&ouple ofweeksaway
(22 Apritsee the flyer on page5).

If you haven't made plans to attenc
check outhe speaker lineup on
page3. | hope thisssueconvinces
you to go.. but don't delay The last
date togetticketsis April 15th.

After every issue,usuallyget a few
very nice emails with thanks
praise A lot oftime andeffort goes
into each issue, and | am glad to
know thatOHSmembersare
readingand enjoyinghem.

I'm very fortunate to have access t
the excellent hostaelated articles
that you get to read in every issue.
The majority othose articlesare
reprinted from the newsletters of
other hosta societies, thanks to the
AHS newsletteexchange.

Our own OHS member Jayne
Christianihaswritten an original,
entertaining andinformativearticle
for everyOHS newslettesincel
becameeditor. You'll findanother
greatonefrom Jayne ompage4.

But there is oneaspectof the
newsletter thatl would really like to
improve reportson OHSeventsin
the GTAI get the sense that
everyone who attendthem has a
glorious time..but I'm 500kmaway.

| couldreally use your helf you
regularly attend OHS meetings anc
you enjoy writing | hope that
severalmembers will volunteeto
captureOHS events words and/or
photos,so thatfar-awaymembers
like meget toenjoy them too, and
maybeit'll also enticemorelocal
membersto comeout more often

If you might alsdoe interested in
co-editingthe newsletter with me
(selectngatrticles, learimglayout,
suggesng new ideas)let me know

I hope that you will think about it
and email me, oseek me out at th
Hosta ForumDon't be shy!

Marta Cep

OHS Newsletter Edito
hostanews@gmail.com
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ONTARIO HOSTA Membership OHS Newsletter

Newsletters are published-3

JOIN OHS! times a year. PDF copies of pa:
Receive newsletters, issues of the @S newsletter are
tour gardens, attend . .

plenles, aiigtions, and available in the Members
educational seminars. section of the OHS website.

www.OntarioHostaSociety.com

Article Submissions

$15.00 for 1 year We are always looking for host:

$40.00 for 3 years related tips, articles, and photos
Visit our website: http://ontariohostasociety.com/ Dr? you gaV3 _stotmething to
' ' index.php/membershi SIS ISR
ontariohostasociety.com - i phl? F hostanews@gmail.com
- ) e membership year runs from
Malllngaddress. January 1§t.tq December 31st. Advertising
16 Sparrow Ln. Members joining after October 1st Hosta retailers: Business card

are deemed to be paidp until —r lv $100
Wasaga Beach, ON  pecember 31st of the following e g oty $100 per

NOL 1A0 publication year.
year.

Our newest members

Dianne Bailey = Peter Schieman
Debbie Brown  Helene SelemidisHill
; Ron Drury Kathryn Spiwak

Lois Hersey Christine Williams
Bob Munday Marlit Young
O H 90 18 Executive NewsletterEditor ¢ Marta Cepek

_ hostanews@gmail.com
Presidentc Russ Talbot

rwtalbot@teksavvy.com Webmasterg Cindy Deutekom

_ . cindydeutekom@gmail.com
VicePresidentg

Past President Glenn Wilson

Treasurerg Keith Skanes
keithskanes@hotmail.com

Secretaryg Kelly Williams
kelly@kellysgarage.ca

Photographer; Trish Symons
symonstrish@gmail.com

Bus Tour OrganizerSandra Shrievdlahoney
sandrasherbalife@aol.com

VendorLiaisong Carol Mathison
carolamathison@hotmail.com
Membership¢ Norm Limpert

_ _ Directorat Largeg Robert Leask
normlimpy@hotmail.com

rleask@hotmail.com
Hosta Forum Coordinators SW OHS PresidegKim Banet

Lynne Limpertynnelimpert@hotmail.com president@swohs.org

Donna Husseyusseyde@sympatico.ca ) .
y yde@symp Eastern OHS PresidenAnnic Lavertu

president@easternohs.com
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Bob Leask

Hot New Hostas and Where
Do They Come From

Bob has been "dabbling” in
hostas for over 25 years and
after he discovered that there
was more than just the green
one and the green and white
one, he has sought out and
acquired interesting varieties to
try in his challenging growing
circumstance (too may trees!).

From personal contacts with
hosta pioneers Jim Hawes, Pet
Ruh, and Keith Squires, he
learned of the history of early
varieties and species and the
methods used to propagate the
unusual seedlings, sports and
offspring that often appeared.
With the advent of tissue
culture, the hosta world
exploded with thousands afew
varieties available today.

What's hot, what's popular, and
where do you find them? In his
long association with the OHS,
Bob has stuck his nose into
nooks and crannies to ee
what's new.

MeetheHosta Forum Speakers

Photo : © Josée Lambert

Charlie Dobbin

Gardening in a Changing Climate = Hostas: Grow Them As Per

Charlie Dobbin is a wethown Species Habits

horticulturist and landscape designel w§ 33128 aiff S8
with professional gardening enthusiasm in his very visited
experience worldvide. In May 2002 garden led to founding the
Charlie started her own landscape  Quebec Hostas and Hemerocalli:
deS|gn and horticultural coutlng Society in 2000. In his garden he
O2YLIl ye&z WDI NRSY grows over 700 different hostas.

I KENIAS 5200AYQ® |n2003 he wrotehe very first
Currently Charlie hosts the Garden book on hostas in French. This
Show on AM740 every Saturday at book became a best seller with
9am. She also teaches horticulture ¢ 16,000 copies. This first book wa:
Humber College and Durham Colleg followed by a book on daylilies
and fits in garden consultations whel and a third one on irises. A new
she can. During 2015 shkeas the book followed on hostas in 2014,

Reggie Millette

Garden Director for the Luminato
Festival in David Pecaut Square in
C2NRYy(i2d 2KSYy

akK

in French, also in an English
version. The ew bookHostas
Grow your Hostas as per species

habitsis now available on his
websitehttp://www.millettegarden
pictures.com

garden advice to clients, Charlie can
be seen delivering practical and
entertaining gardening tips on a
variety of television stations.

She has dierse experience including:
18 years in retail Garden Centres; cc
hostedthe HGTTA K2 6 Why S
¢tg2 [221aQ | 2NI
Canada Blooms, The Flower and many gardening magazines. He
Garden Festival for 12 years, and  gives conferences all over Quebe
volunteer judging for Communities ir France andthe United States.
Bloomc¢ Ontario.

Reggie was the host of a radio
show on gardening for 350 week:
Reggie takemany pictures now
soldthroughwww.millettephotom

. edia.comand writes articles in
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Directions to thivstdorum

Directions from Toronto

1 Take Hwy 401 west to Hwy 25 (Exit 320 Milton).

1 Take Hwy 25 north past Campbellville Road and befor:
the 10th sideroad.

1 Glencairn is on the east side of Hwy 25.

Directions from Hamilton
1 Take Highway 6 north to Highway 401

1 Take Hwy 407 west to Hwy 401 exit. f Take Highway 401 east to Highway 25 (Exit 32@N)

1 Take Hwy 25 north pastampbellville Road and before Take Highway 25 north past Campbellville Road and before the 10th
the 10th sideroad. sideroad

9 Glencairn is on the east side of H2%. 9 Glencairn is on the east side of Highway 25

s . or
Directions fr_om Oakville 1 Take 407 east to Highway 25 north exit
T Take Highway 25 north from the QEW to Steeles Roac 1 Turn west (left) on to Steeles Road for approximately 1.7

1 Turn west (left) on to Steeles Road for approximately 1 kilometers

kilometers _ ) ) 1 Then turn right tocontinue north on Highway 25
1 Then turn right to catinue north on Highway 25 § Take Highway 25 north past Campbellville Road and beft
1 Take Highway 25 north past Campbellville Road and the 10th sideroad

before the 10th sideroad 1 Glencairn is on the east side of highway 25

1 Glencairn is on the east side of Highway 25

2018 OHS Events OHS BBQ/Picnic

Check the EVENTS page of our website: When: Sunday 22 July 2018
https://ontariohostasociety.com/index.php/events Where: Garden ofKelly Williams

9248 County Road 1, Hockley, ON
OHS HostaForum

_ ) ' Note: Most GPS have trouble findiitg Try:
When:Sunday 22 April 2018 Details onpagel5 https://goo.gl/maps/n2NmpiCdAXu

Hurry! Tickets only available until 15 April! . .
Y Y P Annual General Meeting & Auction

OHS Bus Tour ) ' When: Sunday9 September
When: Sunday 10 June 20¥8 Details onpage14 Where Nassagaweya Community Centre, Brookig!

Go For The Gtéenthe Golil (@ the Bluae

Emerald green. Chartreuse. Forest green. Apple green.
Shiny leaf. Matte leaf.

Why would you buy hostas with these solid colours and
finishes? Variegated hostas are the way to go! Green
leaves with gold margins. Yellow leaves witfite ¥
YIENBAyad 2KAGS tSI@Sa oAl H
them and gravitate toward a minimum tweoloured leaf.
Three is better! Many of us want nothing more than
variegated hostas, and the more pronounced the
differences within the leaf, the better.

2 S0@S 2dzaid Of S NBR dzy RSNJ
R2SayQi 3INRg OSNEB oSttt 2
or hosta dealer, intent on brightening up that area under
the trees. We want colour. We want that area to pop.

2 SQNB UANBR 27T ropiagitierey 3 0 dzigs
At the garden centre we are inundated with a variety of &

Hosta Apple Green (photo Marta Ceps

hostas, most all sporting some form of variegation.
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The solid coloured hostas, be they green or be they blue, Justine, Island Breeze. | almost always stagger my hosjas.
sit on the shelves, row upon rowand it looks like no one X X X

has moved a pot in ten years. You hurry by these beautie X X X
as if you are being chased by a wasp, because you have

spotted a brilliant yellow and blue hosta at the end of the X X
aisle. Oh, and there is another you like, and then anather So | stand back and try to imagine what it will look like
You fill your cart, thrilled with your finds, plotting in your When my specimens have gotten to mature size. It looks
head where you will be putting each one when you get ~ okay, but if tuck in a Marilyn Monroe, a Puddles and
GKSY K2YS® LT &2dz I NB f A1 Bunp$ and g @reen Roarylep, iny \@liegaied owas sggm (
are going to go... there is always room for yet another ~ to pop.

hosta in your garden. X X X X
Youpay for your purchases, deal with the drudgery of 0 0 0
loading them into your vehicle and praying that you can X X X X

get them home without a pot tipping over. Golden rule of this i implified ion. but tthe id

number one of gardening! When are transporting plants, £ Cr?urfsti’ IS1Sa s|3|rr1np| e v::‘_rsmr;, u %/ou g][e et'

you WILL HAVE DIRT IN YOUR VEHICLE. ach ot tne greens | have mentioned are beauties unto
themselves, but ultimately, they allow the variegated

Sonehow your careful driving skills are tested to the limit hostas to stand up and stand out. They pop with beauty.
on your journey home from the nursery. There is always rpere js a caling of the heart as the eye travels from ong
going to be that light that you have to stop for fast, or a hosta to the next. It is a work of art!

kid on a bike, or a squirrel. And if you are fortunate
enough to think you have madehome scotfree, you

will inevitably drop or spill one as you are taking it out of
your vehicle. So, you get the pots out of your car or truck,
clean up the dirt, then grab your shovels and head out to
the trees. You place the pots around the base &f tiees
before planting, and stand back to admire your
handiwork.

[}
o

To a lot of people, the following paragraphivgiéem like
DFNRSYAy3 mnmI o6dzi @&2dzQR
LIS2LX S R2y Qi (y2¢ GKAA&A O2
theme and say you have predominantly yellow leafed,
green margined hostas. You are going to want to offset
the variegation with soligellow or solid green. Blues
g2y Qi 62Nl @ ! YR gKAGS K270l
_ _ _ A0KSYS® atlFdNAR2GE A& |y 2Adz
The wind slowly leaves your inflated sails, and you feel  graan centres with brilliant white edges, which only seefn
dejected. Why did they look so good at the nursery, and 1, get whiter as the season progresses. But put it besid
here under your trees, they seem to get lost somehow? 45 of blue and yellow hostas and it looks out of place.
What went wrong? Theyra outstanding specimens! CKIGQ8 y2G G2 ate GKFHG GKS
| have many, many customers that ask for my _ Carefully consider the colours in your prized variegated
WLINEFSaaA2yl £ Q F ROAOS 6 KS yhosta e ik yod abdahelfi /8 dniivart loNfd® offs ©
2F LIS2LX Sz SalLISOAFfte ySg addubblhbsg Sodrssas &jgm§ Point fdr th&hdstad &[S NE
start. | always ask preliminary questions. Size of the plants around it. Very similar to decorating your living
garden, type bshade cover, colour of the house (if the  room. If you can haul those three or four colours over infto
JFNRSY Aa 0 UKS K2dzasS oo desavdml bkyhdstas, gob Wave a ectolir schame Wozkifil |

< o
O«

v

a

14

against yellow siding), etc., etc., etc. And then the The end result is that your heart is happy, your eye i ,
AYLRZNLEF YO ljdzSauAz2y XegKEd Kzhéppyadit thadelsIom bne plaht tétize tiext; ahtdthe Y|l 1 S
your heart happy? Kzaldla t221 tA1S @2dz2Q0S HIR

If someone asked me, my preferenis yellow leaves with come in and arrange your gardens for you. Outstanding!
either blue or green margins. And the more corrugation inin all the years | have been in business, | almost never
the leaf, the better. have anyone ask me for greendtas. Blues, yes. Yellows,
C2NJ I NBdzySydaQ al 1Sz ¢SQf tyesoBawnét greepsyUntirhe sdnnierotizRy7.4 I S|y S ¢
| love Great Expectations, Paradigm, Epiphany: all mediugentleman come in with his trailer and he wanted to fill it
to large hostas, all with some foraf corrugation to the with nothing but green hostas. Because they get asked[for
leaf, all considered to have green margins. But because 0$0 infrequﬂen'glyi | really f]agl to rack my b’rain as to tvha
the size, they would go at the back of my garden. Ifyou largea A1 SR 3INB Sy K2aula ¢2dz R
are planting these under trees, all of asuddenthatarea 3 NRSY >~ YR KAa St RSNI e JSA
has gotten brighter. So, now we need some smaller As we talked, | discovered that he wanted to FEED the
hostas forthe foreground. Emerald Ruff Cut, June, deer, not deter them.
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Photo Jyhé Cﬁ}istiani

Most people lament the deer feeding off their hostas, but

both he and his neighbour just wanted to enjoy the
beauty of these stunning creatures. He said the deer

preferred solid green hostas and would only eat the green

and white ones once the greens weagene. He also
mentioned that once they were done feeding off the

leaves, his gardens looked like stalks of celery planted all

2SN GKS LX I OSzT odzi KS RA

and continue to bring the deer to his property. What a
thrill to be ableto quietly watch gentle wildlife to your
backyard.

In mind my, there is definitely a lesson to be learned he
52y QG a¢SFG GKS avlrtft aidoc

but nothing will be able to replace the vision of a mothef

deer and fawn standing in yo backyard. And the other
lesson: GO FOR THE GREEN!

Jayne Christiani

Hosta Vista, Baby!
PS: GARDENERS LIKE TO SPEND ALL DAY IN THEI

J‘/J L /J:):zj J'w//
41 Buckhorn Rd; Lakefleld ON

' E ristiani@gmail.com
~—for.price fist'

400+ Varletles vailable
700+ Hostas in our Dlsplay Gardens

Ry Qi OFNB® ¢KS Kz2aidla 3INER

Growing Hostas from Seed

by Rob Mortko
Reprinted courtesy of the AHS NewsleHEgchange.

Everyone seems to have their own technique for planti
hosta seed, and yet there is general agreement on a
number of key points.

Start the seeds in flats with a clear plastic dome (or
similar high humidity setup). Wash the flats and use a
sterile soilless mix to minimize fungal problems. Cover
0KS aSSR tA3aKdGte G2 I wmk
typically occurs in 12 to 15 days. Target an air
temperature of about 75°F (24°C). Heating mats can b
useful when working in cooler basement settingad
R2y Qi F2NBSG G2 t1Fr0St AT
crosses!

Timing on starting seed is a variable with some starting
October or November while others wait until February

Lighting is critical when gardening indoors (although nc
relevant to sed germination). Use supplemental

" rather plain looking. Unfortunately many characteristict

lighting (coolwhite fluorescent tubes) to give 154
K2dzNA 2F RIFAfe@ fAIKIGAYy3IOD
0KS R2YS 2NJ ot GSND HE |
Never let the seedlings dry out. Keep the soil moist but
not soggyGrow until the tops of the plants touch the
dome. Then transplant (typically at the 2 or 3 leaf stage
and begin using a water soluble fertilizer. How much
water soluble fertilizer you use will depend on how mu
you want to push the process.

Culling carbe a painful process but most seedlings will

(other than color) take time to develop. Balance your
culling habits with the number of seedlings you are
managing.

Before moving seedlingstothe dpy’ 3 3 NRSY
forget to harden them off just like a tomato plant that
was started inside.

Seed is available from a number of commercial source

Seed can be stored in plastic photo film canisters and
placed in the freezer until ready for planting.

zt T

R BEL
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Great ExpectatioriSxceptionahBo

OHS member Ruth Kumpa submitted this phot&Goéat Expectations in the Fadlthe 2016 AHS photo
contest.It was announced iWolume 48 Number 2 of the AHS Hosta Journal 2048her photo has tied for
first prizein category 5 Artistic Impressio@ongratulations Ruth!

Membership for Canadians
$39 USlyear /$107 US/3 years.
NEW! eMembership $20 US/year

http://www.americanhostasociety.org
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OHS General Meeting Repis

TextRuss TalbatPhotosTrish Symonand Pat Loy

January 28th saw 42 Hosta enthusiasts meet at th
Brookville Hall in Campbellville for the OHS Gener
Meeting.

After signing in, members and guests had the
opportunity to renew/buy memberships, and
purchase tickets to the Hosta Forum and Bus Trip <
with the new OHS credit card reader. :

Before the meeting got underway, everyone helpe
iKSYyasSt @gSa G2 LlanholslCaesdD |
Saladand oodles of dessert goodi€Ehis gave
everyone a chace to mingle and talk
hostas!

President Russ Talbot introduced the
OHS Board members and asked for any
vendors to introduce themselves as wel

After announcements regarding our

LI NIAOALI GAZ2Y Ay a
and the Peterborough Garden Show,
Lynne Limpert shared details on the
upcoming Hosta Forum and Russ talket
about the OHS bus trip.

To break up the business part of the meeting, Trish Symons
showed a couple of presgations on the gardens that we will be
visiting on the bus trip, as well as pictures from her own garde
Included also, were pictures from Kelly Williams gardens, whe
we will be visiting for our picnic in July. By the time the last
picture was showneveryone was dreaming of Spring!

Ly 0SG6SSYy ¢NRARAKQA hiNBtEeSy (I
amendments to our byaws and constitution and they were
passed unanimously. Kelly also told everyone present about -
upcoming survey that was going to be sent tuthe
membership.

Bob Leask introduced our speaker, John Kee, one of the
founding members of the OHS. John regaled us with
recollections of early events and hosta stories. As a
newer member it was interesting to learn of some of oul
history as an orgnization.

After Keith Skanes thanked John, the meeting was clos
and everyone had a further opportunity to chabcialize
and eat more food.

The day was a fantastic opportunity for getting caught u
GAGK LIS2LX S 6S KISy Qieva S
acquaintances who share a passion for hostas.

S
-
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NJ, & CT

in the garden:

Garden Smarter NOt Harder 1 Avoid unnecessary twisting. Instead of shovelirjg

By Sandra L. Mason
Unit Educator Horticulture/Environment University of R2y Qi NB le Oefitdr of graviyLdndi K
lllinois Extension/Champaign County

Reprinted from the T$tate Tribune, Sprirg018, chorec52y Qi oNAyYy3 (KS OK2N
the Newsletter of the T4$tate Hosta Society of NY,

Here are some tips to have more fun and less fatigueﬂ

soil or compost by digging and twisting to empty
the shovel, move your feet instead. When raking,

movement close to your body. Move to the

Sometimes just finding the right tools makes
gardening easier.

Purchase pruners that fit your hand. When

pruner handles are expanded completely they

1 Avoid doing the same task for more than 30 shod Ry QG 32 LJ ad & 2dzNJ

minutes. Take regular breaks to give your parts a  brands such as Felco offer pruners for large to
rest. If necessary, set arter. Actually sit on small hands and even pruners for lefties.
those fancy benches we buy and enjoy the view. q  Check out the heavy duty gel knee pads availal
in the flooring section of lumber supply stores.
1 Use a hand truck or dolly tmove heavy bags of
soil, mulch or fertilizer.
1 Use a wheeled chair or "scoot seat" designed f
garden use. If possible take it for a test drive.
Some of them work better on concrete than the
do in grass or mulch.
1 Use a cart with big wheels. Small wheeatsnbt
roll well in mulch or on uneven surfaces.

Don't forget to sit on those benches and enjoy the view.

Stretch before, during and after. Try yoga and
improve your flexibility.

Remember what your momtoldyeda { G I y R dzLJ
& G NI Mairfain lgdod posture at all times as
you work.

Lift objects by bending at the knees not bending
your back.

Hold items close to your body. One of my worst
injuries occurred when | bought some bags of

. ) Use a cart with big wheels. (photos Marta Cepek)
soil after work. Of course | had my business

TA

Dle

y

clothes onand my momma raised me right so | | Reserv_e wheelbarroyvs_ for Iigh_t weight materials.
RARY QG glyd G2 3shG ve OfSANREmS mayRndrgnsivagd causeyguipy
up the bags and | held them away from my body. tW'S_‘t your back.
| felt a twinge as though a rubber band had Enlist a garden buddy. Start an exchange
broken in my back. program. Offer to work prlthelr project this

$SS1T YR YySEU 6SS] e2|dz

Keep an old shirt or coat in your vehicle for those
unplannedshopping occasions. Or make sure
you always have your garden slave around to
carry bags.

amazing how much faster the work proceeds
when you garden with a buddy.
Stay healthy. Remember as you get older your

02R@8Q4a YIAYyiSylryOS ONEBs
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