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Dear OHS Members: 
Earlier this month, I had agreed to our newsletter editor’s request to send garden 
photos of some of the hosta scenes in our gardens for this newsletter issue “Garden 
Party” feature. 
However, my beloved husband of 42 years passed away suddenly on Sunday, May 13, 
2007. He suffered a massive heart attack and despite tremendous effort, he could not 
be revived. We had just held the annual opening of the nursery the previous day and 
our family and friends had come home to help out on this busy weekend. It had been 
a happy, wonderful, fun-filled weekend and Udo was enjoying meeting customers 
and renewing acquaintances. 
His sudden death was a huge shock to us all and it is going to be very difficult for our 
family to continue our lives without him. However, since then we have found solace 
in the tremendous support of our community here in our neighbourhood, our 
previous professional associates and the many, many people whom we have met 
because of our decision to create a hosta nursery. The name “Friendship Plant” is 
very appropriate – we have met so many nice people because of hostas and felt 
blessed to have acquaintances become friends. 
Udo and I developed Hosta Choice Gardens as our retirement project after our 
professional lives ended. It was a joint effort but Udo did all the physical work and I 
would like to use this opportunity to show the growth of a unique enterprise which 
was built with love, enthusiasm and passion. Udo loved our country home and 
nursery and his untimely passing has left us with an unfillable void in our hearts and 
lives. 
Sincerely, 
Margot Dargatz��

�
The location of the Hosta Choice Display gardens was originally 
a huge, sunny meadow in front of our home. Planning the layout 
of the hosta gardens on paper proved to be extremely 
frustrating. The solution was simple - just tramp out the shape of 
the beds after a fresh snowfall - it was easy to shape  the beds 
and get the dimensions right or, if not, change them after the 
next snowfall. 
 
 

Our native soil is heavy, solid clay and the 
hosta beds had to be amended with lots of top 
soil and aged manure. Years ago we had 
planted thousands of pine seedlings and 27 of 
these young trees were transplanted back into 
the gardens to provide future shade. Udo 
hadn’t even finished getting the walkways 
bulldozed and I was already planting the first 
hostas! 
 
The hosta beds were laid out so that very 

generous walkways allowed placing the 
hostas which were for sale, close to the 
mature specimen in the gardens. This 
makes it easier to choose the correct 
hosta. The photo at the left shows what 
our nursery looked like when we opened 
to the public and before Udo embarked 
on the shade-trellis building project. At 
this time the pine trees were still too 
small to provide adequate shade.  
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He had never been required to be a 
handyman,  but learned fast . 
Undaunted, he met the challenge of 
figuring out how to construct 
polyhouses. These were required for 
the safe overwintering of tens of 
thousands of hostas which we always 
planted a season ahead. 
 He built one per year until we had a 
total of five. In the summer the plastic 
covering is exchanged for black shade 
cloth to protect the hostas from the 
sun. Next, the steep learning curve required acquiring plumbing expertise to 
build the irrigation system for the polyhouses and the gardens. 
The fun part was creating the “Theme Gardens”, based on the hosta names. 
One of his favourites was the “Gourmet Restaurant” garden. Here you can find 
Hosta ‘Banana Muffins’ and H. ‘Java’ for 
breakfast, H. ‘Surf and Turf’ with H. 
‘Squash Casserole’ for dinner and, 
finally, a dessert of H. ‘Lemon Meringue. 
There are dozens of theme garden 
groupings which include Travel, Music, 
Romance, Weather, Girls’ and Boys’ 
Names and Animals. 
On the left hand side, Udo is showing 
the “Royal Promenade” hosta collection 
to Cara, our grand-daughter. On the left 
is ‘Willy Nilly’ , a handsome resident of 
the Boys’ Names walkway. 
Labelling the hostas with correct 
nomenclature was important to a former 
educator. He always insisted on large 
signage which could be easily read from 
at least 10 feet away. In the beginning, 
many types of labellers were tried, 
usually with disappointing results after a 
few years. However, the Brother P-
Touch laminated tapes proved to be a 
winner and Udo was slowly converting 
the whole garden to this type of 

durable, weather-proof signage.  Udo always welcomed people who were 
interested in photographing hostas. 
On the right, Mike Shadrack is focussing on a prime specimen of ‘Azure 
Snow’.  This last photo, shows the entrance to the gardens. The former open 
meadow has now been transformed into a shaded hosta glade. Udo has 

greeted many, 
m a n y     
thousands of 
visitors at this spot and invited them to enjoy the 
wonderful world of hostas. Also, he insisted that as 
part of treating our customers as guests, 
complimentary coffee and cookies must always be 
available at the hospitality tent. 
Like so many people before us, Udo and I found that 
we were first interested mainly in hostas and then 
discovered that the real bonus was the wonderful 
people we have met over the years, because of the 
hostas. I hope that Udo’s legacy of nurturing hostas 
and friendships will always continue and I, and many 
others, will miss him endlessly. 


