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PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS 
�

 
The summer of 2007 passes but not without some outstanding 
memories of gardens toured and friendships made. 
 
 Our February meeting with Dr. Doug Beilstein was a 
tremendous success.  As Virginia Hildebrandt put it, “it was a 
wonderful primer for anyone who wanted to start hybridizing and 
didn’t know quite how”. 
 
 In late June Bob Leask organized our bus tour through the 
Shelburne, Orangeville, Mono Mills area.  The bus was packed 
and the gardens ranging from 5 to 166 acres were all totally 
unique. 
 
 In mid July the O.H.S. was very fortunate to have Judi & Keith 
Tyndall host the Southwest Picnic at their beautiful Keltyn 
Woods Hostas in Paris Ontario.  They were magnificent hosts 
and everyone enjoyed spending time with them at their fabulous 
property which looked spectacular in spite of the drought most of 
us have had through most of June and July.  More info and 
photos inside. 
 
 We have just attended our Eastern Picnic at Cindy & Carel 
Deutekom’s Goldenbrook Hostas in Blackstock and Olga Elchuk 
has promised us an article and photos on that event for our next 
newsletter.  (Thanks Olga.)  Kent Terpening was awesome and 
got us all excited about showing Hosta Leaves.  Pat Loy had 
brought the upcoming C.N.E. guide and in it are the dates for the 
Hosta Leaf judging event there.  Cheryl Novak was kind enough 
to send me the file in PDF format and the event will be staged at 
the C.N.E. August 26, 27 & 28th. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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HOSTA AUCTION 
 
DATE—Sunday September 9th  
LOCATION— Toronto Botanical Gardens.  
See next page  for more details. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
WINTER MEETING 
 
DATE—  Sunday February 24th 2008 
TIME— TBD 
LOCATION— Toronto Botanical Gardens 
GUEST SPEAKER—  Mark Zillis 

 
Ontario Hosta Society 

 
Ontario Hosta Society Membership can be 
obtained by writing to (new address): 
 

Ontario Hosta Society 
2301 5th Street Louth,  

St. Catharines, Ontario,  
Canada L2R 6P7  

 
Annual Dues: $15.00/YR   $40.00/3 YR 
   American: $16.00/YR      Foreign:  $17.00/YR   

 
Or email membership@ontariohostasociety.com            
Your membership year runs from January 1st to 
December 31st. Members joining after October 
1st in any year are deemed to be paid-up until 
December 31st of the following year.  
 

First-time members receive a bonus copy of  
“The Hosta Adventure –A Grower’s Guide” 

 

American Hosta Society 
 

Memberships can be obtained  by  writing to: 
 

Sandie Markland 
AHS Membership Secretary 

8702 Pinnacle Rock Ct. 
Lorton, VA, 22079 - 3029 U.S.A.  

 
E-mail: ahsmembershipsecretary@earthlink.net 
 
Membership, for Canadians, is $39.00 US per 
year or $107.00 US for 3 years. Money order or 
cheque drawn on a US bank.  
 
Memberships can now also be paid by VISA or 
Master Card online at the American Hosta 
Society website at www.hosta.org  

 
 Finally, as always, we will wrap up this year’s events with the Hosta Auction at the Toronto 
Botanical Gardens September 9th.    Always a fantastic turn out and exciting event.  Next, the Winter 
Meeting February 24th, 2008, featuring our guest speaker Mike Zilis.  More info on both events are 
inside. 
 
 I would like to thank all of the members of the executive and all the members of our Society who 
unselfishly donate their valuable time to make the O.H.S. events such a tremendous success. Couldn’t 
be done without the team work. 
 
Regards 
 

������������������������� ���

(Continued from page 1) 
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DATE :Sunday September 9th 
TIME : 12:30—~ 4:P30 p.m. 
LOCATION :Toronto Botanical Gardens 
 
Although we never know what will turn up by auction time,  We know that the auction will provide opportunities to 
get that rare hosta or companion plant that will go perfectly in your garden.  Among this year's offerings, we will 
have some real beauties - as usual.  Do you have  Athena, Ginrei, Lakeside Cupcake, Linda Sue, Smooth Sailing, 
Lakeside Butterball, Solar Flare, Ice Age Trail.   
 

Lots of plants, lots of bargains, and lots of fun.  See you there! 
 
 The format will be the same.  Individual members are encouraged to donate some for auction, companion plants 
are also accepted.  Part silent auction - part live. 
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New Hosta Books Coming Soon 
 
There are two new books ready to hit the market this fall or early next year. 
The first is by Diana Grenfell and our own Mike Shadrack.  It is entitiled “Timber Press Pocket Guide to 
Hostas” .  Check timberpress.com for the details.  October release is expected. 
 The second is a revision of “the Hosta Handbook” by Mark Zilis.  It will supposedly be available by the end of 
December. 
As usual, OHS members will have an opportunity to obtain  these at a discount if it can be arranged.  Check the 
website for details as the dates approach. 
Bob Leask 
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 First, our thanks to 
Bob Leask for arrang-
ing another fabulous 
day on the bus and to 
our gracious hosts for 
allowing us to spend 
some time in their gar-
dens. 
 
 It was a terrific line up 
starting with Sandra 
Leah’s garden in Shel-
burne (pictured at 
right).  Sandra has been 
gardening at her site 
since 1993.  As well as 
numerous beds and 
some fabulous hosta 
gardening in pots, San-
dra’s roses are truly 
sensational.  We also 
learned quite a few of us like to cook and got 
hooked up with “Ricardo and Friends” which has 
links to hundreds of cooking sites.  (Another 5 

lbs.) 
 On to Lorna Astley’s 7 beautiful acres (pictured 
below left). She really does have a “babbling 

brook” running 
down a slope with 
a gorgeous array of 
hosta plantings 
alongside.  The se-
rene view from the 
pond looking back 
on to the property 
is definitely a little 
piece of heaven.  
Apparently you 
used to be able to 
see the road on two 
sides of the prop-
erty at one time but 
with the massive 
plantings, you cer-
tainly can’t now. 
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 From Lorna’s we headed to Trish 
Simon’s 166 acres in Orangeville/Mono 
Township (pictured above).  Trish’s gar-
dens used to be a hay field.  You would 
never have imagined that.  There is a 
spectacular view from the property that 
is absolutely breathtaking.  We also 
learned from Trish that a lazy bed can be 
built with carpet and I myself am going 
to give it a try.  She had one new bed in 
particular that she had just built this year, 
loaded with hosta, that looked like it had 
been there for years. 
 
 Heading on to Anita Schenk & Dave 
Craughwell’s 7 magnificent acres was 
awesome.  This property is wonderful 
and secluded and is a piece of paradise.  
A very private “cottage” sort of effect.  
We walked down what can only be 
called a country lane which opened up 
into a marvelous hosta array at their 

home.  It was so peaceful.  They have been 
gardening there for 11 years and I can’t imag-
ine anything more pleasurable. 
 
 Our final garden stop of the day was at Kate 
& Keith McNewly’s 5 acre property (pictured 
below).  Not only do they have an extensive 
array of hosta but they have a wonderful 
thyme garden done as a chess board and a 
beautiful re-circulating pond.  Kate and 
Keith’s garden can be seen in this August edi-
tion of Canadian House and Home.  If you had 
experienced the bus trip, you would under-
stand why their garden, and in my opinion, 
every garden on our tour was worthy of ac-
claim. 
 
 THANK YOU ALL! 
Sandra 
 
For more Garden Tour pictures see the Col-
our Insert. 
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New Club Plant for 2006 ! 
 

“Love In A Mist”  
“Love in a Mist” is a Love Pat sport with 
deep-blue to dark green leaves with lots of 
substance.  The center of the leaf has a 
whitewash effect overlaying the dark 
green.  The leaves are broadly ovate to 
round and quite corrugated or 
textured.  The plant should be a medium 
size (19 in x 36 in when mature) and 
resistant to slug damage.  It is suspected 
the flowers will be whitish. 
Virginia Hildebrandt will be developing 
this new hosta for our Society and it is 
expected that it will be available for 
$10.00 to members in 2007.  

  

Watch for pictures of our new plant in 
future newsletters. 

 
AVAILABLE OHS POSITIONS 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR – We are looking for a new newsletter editor for the Winter 2007 newslet-
ter and following issues.  All costs are covered by the Society.  There are three newsletters and one 
Membership Listing published each year.  If you are interested in some more details, please contact 
Allison Laurie  at rlaurie2@cogeco.ca or 905 689 0699 or Sandra Shrieve-Mahoney at san-
drasherbalife@aol.com. 
 
HOSTA ADOPTION COORDINATOR —We are also looking for a person to take over the Hosta 
Adoption from Virginia Hildebrandt starting in this summer.  All costs are covered by the Society.  If 
you are interested in some more details please contact Virginia Hildebrandt at vhildebrandt@sgci.com 
or Sandra Shrieve-Mahoney at sandrasherbalife@aol.com. 
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EXECUTIVE  
 
President - Sandra Shrieve-Mahoney 
sandrasherbalife@aol.com  
 
Vice-President - Kevin Elchuk 
K.O.GiboshiHill@sympatico.ca   
 
Treasurer - Bob Leask 
rleask@stn.net 
 
Past President - Richard Laurie.  
rlaurie2@cogeco.ca 
 
Seed Exchange - Dale Murphy 
dale.murphy@rogers.com 
 
Membership Secretary - Kevin Plumley 
ghoster@sympatico.ca  
 
Newsletter Editor - Allison Laurie 
rlaurie2@cogeco.ca 
 

 
 
Hosta Adoption Program - Virginia Hildebrandt 
vhildebrandt@sgci.com  

 
 Secretary  - Dave Barham 
 mbarham@arvotek.net 
 
Liaison with AHS - Margot Dargatz 
HstaChoice@aol.com 
 
Publicity  - Suzanne McGratton 
suzanne.mcgrattan@sympatico.ca 
 
Web Site -Kevin Plumley 
ghoster@sympatico.ca  

 
Director at Large -  Bob Murphy 
rjmurphy1@rogers.com 
 
Director at Large - Cheryl Novak 
novak7616@rogers.com 
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